Selected coral reefs were monitored to assess the current status of the reefs in Southern coast of Sri Lanka. The underwater visual census (UVC) survey was conducted in September to November 2014 at seven selected sites. i.e., Hikkaduwa, Rumassala, Weligama, Mirissa, Polhena, Dondra and Tangalle in the Southern coast, namely. Line intercept transect method (LIT) was used to estimate the coral and sessile benthic cover categories. Total of 84 surveys transects, four transects for each site at three replicates were deployed at shallow depth between 1 to 3 m. Environmental parameters were obtained to support the diversity observations. Percentages of sessile benthic categories (live coral, dead coral, coral rubble, rock, sand/silt) showed a significant differences among surveyed sites. The highest mean coral cover was observed at Weligama (64.75%±17.71) followed by Mirissa (49
